
        Presbytery in Brief  
132nd Stated Meeting - Presbytery of Western North Carolina 

  July 30, 2022 (via Zoom) 

Moderator Sarah Thornburg convened the meeting with a prayer of 
invocation at 9:01am. Following land acknowledgement,  
she thanked our hosts and co-hosts for their work on our behalf. 
She also recognized first time Elders and corresponding members 
who were invited to introduce themselves. 

Our Stated Clerk, Cam Murchison, provided a brief orientation and 
certified a quorum (over 141 zoomed into the meeting), gained 
approval for a virtual meeting, for the Docket, and the Consent 
Agenda. Cam also called our attention to: (see packet) 

- information about signing up for Sacred Boundary Training.
- information about Clerk of Session Training and

Reviewing of Church Records
- information about the Annual Report of the Committee on

Nominating and Representation
- emphasized the importance of churches reporting pastors

Terms of Call for 2022 to PWNC office a.s.a.p.

Our Moderator stressed the importance of reading the printed 
reports from the Guatemala Partnership, Mission Committee, Peace 
& Justice, Finance, Building H.O.P.E., and reports from our 
commissioners to the 225th General Assembly held in June in 
Louisville, KY (Ruling Elders Dana Seller, Sarah Thornburg, and 
Collin Caldwell, and Teaching Elder Whit Malone).  

Our Worship service, including the Celebration of the Lord’s 
Supper, was led by John Pea, Commissioned Pastor of Robinson 
Memorial Presbyterian Church, who creatively “channeled” Lin-
Manuel Miranda’s rap style from the musical “Hamilton” to introduce 
our worship and his sermon, “Who Tells The Story?”, from Acts 
26:4-18. In the light of the pandemic and diminishing church 
membership and attendance in a changing world, John encouraged 
us to come up with new and bold ways to proclaim the Good News, 
which he exemplified with his use of media in his sermon. 
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In the breakout rooms, we were encouraged to share with 
each other new and creative ways we have tried during the 
pandemic to reach out to our congregations and the community. 

General Council chairperson, Hal Bennett, read the 
“Resolution of Appreciation” for the service of Billy Robinson as 
Associate Presbyter for Mission, Witness & Church Support 
since October 25, 2016, commending him for his “work well 
done and ministry faithfully carried out”, which was adopted by 
the presbytery. Members of the presbytery are encouraged to 
communicate our appreciation and well wishes to Billy, who will 
now be a member-at-large. 

Hal also called our attention to the following reports: 
A. Report of distribution from sale of church properties:

$200,000 - Affordable Housing projects, administered by
Mission Committee; $50,000 (over 4 years) - Artisan Church;
$200,000 – New Church Development

B. Nickel-A-Meal Grants report - $58,000 was distributed to five
hunger-fighting agencies located in various parts of the
presbytery and Nkhoma Hospital in Malawi.

Needed – host for October 2023 and October 2024 Presbytery 
meetings  

The Guatemala Partnership Report was presented by Marie 
Palacios, Kevin Frederick, and Ellen Dozier who gave a brief 
synopsis using media about their trip to Guatemala in May.  
They visited sister churches and schools and visited with pastors 
and church leaders with which the Partnership program has been 
developing relationships for over 28 years, working in the areas of 
education, health, microloans, developing sister church 
relationships, and now expanding the teaching of the “Men In The 
Mirror” curriculum beyond Guatemala to other countries. More 
sister churches from our presbytery are needed. To find out more, 
get a “Passport To Partnership” notebook for your church and 
contact Marie at 828-838-4245 or pwncguatemala@gmail.com 

mailto:pwncguatemala@gmail.com
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Youth Ministry Report:  Sarah Grace Montgomery reported about 
Upcoming Youth Events for PWNC youth: 

October 2, 2022 Youth Rally for BOTH middle and high school 
youth,  Montreat - Upper Anderson. NO registration needed.        
2:45 - 6:00 pm. Cost: Free!!  
November 5-6, 2022 Middle School Retreat. Keynote Speaker: 
Rev. John Fawcett.  Camp Grier, Old Fort, NC. Begins on 
Saturday morning and ends after worship on Sunday  
Cost: ~$80 per person.  

Are you on the email list for YOUTH LEADERS? If not, contact Beth 
Gunn at beth.gunn@gmail.com and request to be added to this list. 
You will get direct emails about all the youth events and about how 
your youth can apply to become a Youth Council member. 
 
Our attention was directed to the list of the new Youth Council 
members and prayer requested for them and their adult advisors. 
 
Free: Study, Recreation, and Worship booklets are available online 
for Youth leaders entitled “When Did We See You?” that were to be 
used at Youth Triennium. Contact Sarah or Beth for info. 
 
Report on the 225th General Assembly “Impressions” by Collin 
Caldwell, Ruling Elder, Bryson City Presbyterian Church, who  
shared many positive experiences of the GA, whose theme was 
“From Lament to Hope”. He served on the Immigration Committee 
which sought to come up with concrete ways to express “loving        
our neighbors as ourselves”. 
 
Dwight Christenbury reported for the Committee on Preparation 
for Ministry. The committee’s recommendation regarding Brandon 
Davis, Inquirer from Arbor Dale: “That his period of candidacy be 
concluded on July 30, 2022 in order that he may be free to receive 
and accept a call,” was approved by common consent without 
objection. 
 
Also, our attention was called to Jill Kimbirl, member of FPC 
Belmont, being enrolled as an inquirer on May 18, 2022. 
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   Committee On Ministry report was made by Jim Taylor. 
 

       The following recommendations were approved by common 
       consent without objection: 

 
I. In 2023, the PWNC minimum effective fulltime salary be 

increased by 4.3% to $36,762.50, representing 57% of the 
2023 median.  

 
      In 2023, Presbytery recommends that its congregations 
      consider at least a 4.3% increase to effective salary for all 
      other ministers.  

 
       II. “Pursuant to PWNC policy on transitional pastor becoming 
            installed pastor, that the congregation of Bryson City 
            Presbyterian Church be allowed to call Elizabeth Newman 
            as the Installed Pastor with a designated term of two years.” 
 
       III.  Recommend the validation of ministry for: 
 

A. Rev. Joe Bennett, Chaplain, Compassionate Care WNC  
B. Rev. Ryan Brakemeyer, Pastor, Grace Reformed United  
     Church of Christ  

C.    C. Rev. John Campbell, Counselor, Eastatoe Trail  
             Counseling and Consultation Center 
D.    D. Rev. Daniel Tipton, Grief Services Director, Four Seasons 

                Compassion for Life 
 

IV.  Recommend the suggested amendments for Section IV of  
       The Policy for Transitional to Installed Pastor (see packet) 

                                                                         
We are excited to welcome two new pastors, who introduced 
themselves to us:  

 
Megan McMillan, formerly Associate Pastor at FPC St. 
Petersburg, is the new pastor at to Mills River Presbyterian 
Church. 
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Richard Floyd comes to PWNC from Trinity Presbyterian Church      
in Atlanta and is the new pastor of First Presbyterian Church, 
Hickory.  
 
Report of our General Presbyter, Byron Wade  
 
Changes in our Presbytery staff: 
Billy Robinson, Associate Presbyter, has resigned; Charles 
Davenport will retire effective August 31; and Barbara Ross, 
Presbytery Associate, will leave her position at the end of 2022. 
Many thanks for the multitude of ways they have been a blessing  
to our presbytery. Requested prayer for our presbytery staff. 
       The Revisioning Task Force, which has a “Design” team  
and a “Committee” team, are examining our overall structure  
and our committees. Information forthcoming. Please undergird 
them with your prayers. 
       New resources will be developed expressing who we are  
as a presbytery and who God is calling us to be.  
       Pastoral leadership support is a high priority for our General 
Presbyter to help our pastors address the challenges of ministry. 
Look for his “On the Western Front” video series. 
       Byron enjoys visiting churches, preaching, leading Bible 
studies, and meeting with sessions and pastor nominating 
committees. Let him know when you want him to visit your church. 
 
Keith Thompson offered Prayers of the People, requesting that, 
centered in the grace of Christ, God help turn our fears into faith  
and trust, and lifted up the names of those with health concerns  
and those who are grieving the loss of friends and family who  
have joined the Church Triumphant. 
 
Moderator Sarah Thornburg closed our meeting with prayer and 
adjourned our meeting at 11:25am.  
 
Next meeting – Tuesday, October 25, 2022   Waldensian PC, 
Valdese, NC. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Bob Abel 
 
 
 

 
 
 


